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TO THE PUBLIC. 


AS the inpreſien of the following . Sermons has 


been omitted, till many perſons have riſen up in the 


congregation, where the Author fulfilled bis Miniſtry, 
and finiſhed his courſe, who never had any perſonal ac- 
quaintance with bim, the friends and bearers of thz 
Rev. Mr. Mas, claim the candor of the Public, 
while they gratefully preface theſe praZical Diſcourſes, 


with his CharaFer, as juſtly delineated, by the Rev. 


Moszs Harz, of Newbury, and publiſhed in the 
* Eſſex W ſoon after his death. 


N. eavburyport, December 22, 1773. 

ON Friday the 3d of December, inſtant, died, and 
on the th was decently buried, the Rev. CHRIST0- 
HER Briboe Mars, in the goth year of bis age, 
Paſtor af the North Congregational Church, in New - 
buryport. He was the only ſon of Mr. Daxter 
Maxrsn, a Deacon of the firſt church in Boſton ; and 
das of a ſtudious and contemplative turn of mind, 
from his childhood. He entered College, in Cambridge, 


in his 14th year, received his firſt degree in 1761 ; le- 


gan to preach in 1764 ; and was ſoon after called io be 
chaplain at Caſtle William ; where be continugd be- 
| tween two and three years ; ia which time bis minifry 
was apparently otoncd and bleſſed, to the ſpiritua? goed 


of a number; in whom there was a very viſible reform - 
ciicn. 
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* ; ation. He was ordained. October 19th, 1768, alt be 
unanimous defire.of the Church and Congre kation: T be 
ecclefiaſtical council, who affifted at that ſolemnity, were 
: much pleaſed to find bim well furniſhed by the- Father 
| of Lights, with miniſterial gifts and qualifications ;— — 
and their then raiſed expectations have not been Giſap- 
Pointed —He had a penetrating mind, ready invention, 
and ſolid judgment ; thought and reaſoned correAl. 
6: had a peculiar talent for the exerci iſes of the Þul - 
Jar from being formal, Bis Prayers were very e- 
2 5 well concei ved, pertinent, infiruzi ve, ſeemed to 
flow from the fulneſs of bis heart, and tended . to 
excite a ſpirit of bumble devotion in thoſe that joined 4 "ah 
with him. His Sermons were accurate; the great Toes * 
| trines of the goſpet were what he main in ed 
upon in his public di ifeourſes : He came into his /u 2 el 
with eaſe and readineſs, bandled it with Per ſpicutty ; F 
his language was eaſy and ſtriłking: He Seemed a fran- 
ger to aſfeckation, and there was no appearance of. any 
aim er defire to recommend himſelf, but the truth Jer 0 
the honor of Gad and the ſalvation of immortal fouls. © 2 
Hlis whole deportment in the pulpit was very graue 
and ſolemn, and his preaching both as to the matter and 1 
manner, was happily calculated to enlighten the mind, 
awaken the conſcience and affect the heart, and lead the 
hearers into the knowledge of themſelves, and the way 
of ſaivation by faith in Feſus Chriſt : And few preach- 
ers were more ſucceſsful in gaining and fixing the atten- 
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tion b their bearers. Aud ar be preached, fo ht lived, 


 exbibiting in bis converſation ſatisfying evidence that he 
believed, was influenced and governed by the truths be 


preached to others—He had a benevolent, meek and 
bumble mind and the government of bis paſſions and 
appetites in an eminent degree.” He was remarka- 
bly dead 70 5 world, the pomp, honors and plea - 


ſures of it; and appeared but very little to re- 
gard either the applauſe 7 or cenſure of men: He was 


endowed with an emin#t degree F true fortitude ; 
and was not aſbamed of the 20 elf Cbriſt; nor a- 
fraid at any time, or int ary #/ ; go ſpeak and plead 
for the truth ; was no fatterer, but a faithful repro- 
ver in public and private. He was Something reſerved, 
and prefer red filence, to loguacity, except when ſpeak- 
ing Was neceſſary and might be for edification ; yet was 
| ſociable and pleaſant with bis intimate friends and ac- 
quaintance. He had a tender and affeftionate re- 
gard for bis people, and ſeemed willing to ſpend and be 
ſpent in promoting their ſpiritual and eternal intereſts : 


and in return, they highly efteemed, loved, and benored 


bim. A deligbiful harmony ſubſiſted between. them, 


: oY the five years of his continuance, as their Paſ- 


For, and they Were Very happy in each other. He 

was confined about two months, moſt of the time be 

was exceeding weak, could not ſee much company, and 

able to ſpeak but little to thoſe that attended bim; 
| and 
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to dwell in. 


. 
and, at times, appeared not'to have the full exerciſe of | 
his reaſon, 'till within\a few. days of. his death; when 
he appeared very patient and . compoſed ; diſcovered. no 
dread of death, but a chearful refignation to-the will 


% God. Very few have appeared en the flage of life, 


in a public character, who have atted their part better, 


and with more amiable ſimplicity and godly fincerity.— 


Ard in his removal from this world, bis flock bave 


Suſtained a very affefting and grievous Iofs ; ; in which 


the neighbonring churches alſauare partakers. His fa- 


ber is left to mourn @ very defirable, dutiful, only [on ; 


cally regretted by bis ſurviving bre- 
thren in the miniry # "Who were acquainted with him, 
&pecially by thoſe with whom he was aſſociated. 2 t 
let not his mourning flock or friends faint, nor be di 
couraged, under this heavy rebuke, but confider it as the 


cbaſtening of the Lord, and hope and truſt in Him, 


who is the repairer of breaches and reftorer of Paths 25 


* * * * * 
1 2 * ” * # a 
* % o oy : _ * # £ 


N. B. hes Sermons are not ſelected from others, 
becauſe they are deemed more worthy of impreſſion; 


but becauſe legible, while the moſt of Mr. Marſh's diſ- 


courſes were either delivered extempore, or left in ſhort 
hand, which but few perſons: can tranſcribe, without great 


labour. 
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SERMON I. 


RIFT, 
MATTHEW xviii, 20. 


WHERE TWO OR THREE ARE GATHERED TOGE- 
| THER IN MY NAME, THERE AM I IN 
THE MIDST OF THEM. 


NL repeating this, and re- 

% fgecting that it is a declaration 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is e- 
nough to ſolemnize our ſouls; 
a for if we are met in the name 
of Chriſt, then this promiſe is fulfilled, and if we 
are not met in his name, yet his eſſential preſence, a, 
God, is with us. He is beholding our thoughts and 
taking account of us, that he may judge us at laſt. 
The text is a gracious promiſe to the Church, or a 
declaration of truth, for the comfort, encourage - 
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is: Chrift i in the Aſembly of Gbr lian. | 


ment, and quickening of the Diſciples of Chriſt. It : 
is a token of his infinite condeſcenſion; and may 
well be eſteemed a peculiar privilege, But What 
are we to underſtand by being gathered together in 

Chriſt's name? And what by Chriſt's being in the 
midſt of ſuch as are thus gathered together? er 


queſtions I ſhall endeavour to anſwer. 


I. What are we to underſtand by being gather- 
ed together in Chriſt's name? 

Sour ſuppoſe that this verſe treats particularly of 
the ſubject of diſcipline; and found their ſuppoſition 
on the eighteenth verſe of the context, where Chriſt 
ſays, «© Whatſoever ye ſhall bind on earth ſhall be 
bound in heaven, and whatſoever ye (hall looſe on 
earth ſhall be looſed in heaven.” But I ſee no rea- 
ſon why the nineteenth and twentieth verſes ſhould 
not be confidered as detached from tlie foregoing, 


- eſpecially when we obſerve the manner in which the 


nineteenth verſe is uſhered in, notes it to be the be- 
ginning of another diſcourſe, and on another ſubject. 

« Again I ſay unto you; that if two of you ſhall: a- 
gree on earth, as touching any thing that ye ſhall 


aſk, it ſhall be done for them of my Father which is 


in heaven.” When it is ſaid, where two or three are 
gathered together in my name, three things may be 
intended. 1. Meeting at the conimand of Chriſt. 


2. Relying on his grace and merits. 3. Meet- 


ing with a view to his glory, and the intereſts of his 
kingdom. 


cCbbriſ in the Aſembly of Chriftions. 11 


- » Firſt, We may be ſaid to meet in Chriſt's name, when 
uwe meet by virtue of his command, when Chriſt's 
- will is the reaſon of our meeting, when we meet, out 
of obedience to his command, and a ſacred regard 
to his authority. Chriſt has commanded his diſci- 
| ples to meet together for religious exerciſes, and not 
to forſake the aſſembling themſelves together. Sec 
Rom. x. 25. They are commanded to exhort one 
another daily, which cannot be done, without meet- 
ing together. When chriſtians think it their duty to 
: meet together for ſocial worſhip, they act out of o- 
bedience to Chriſt, and + are diſpaſed to do ſo: 
hence we are told, Mal. Hi. 16. that they that fear - 
ed the Lord ſpake often one to another, and that the 
Lord heard it. Hence, alſo, the apoſtle exhorts the 
Theſſalonian ſaints, to comfort themſelves together, 
and to edify one another. See iſt Theſſ. v. 1 I. 
Chriſtians have various ſpiritual gifts, and they 
ought to be uſed for mutual edificatiqn, for a mani- 
feſtation of the ſpirit is given to every man to profit 
withal, and not to lie uſeleſs. Private chriſtians are 
qualified in a greater or leſs degree, to exhort, to 
teach, to comfort, and to quicken their brethren. In 
theſe reſpects, the head cannot ſay to the foot, I have 
no need of thee, nor any one member to another.— 
It is doubtleſs, agreeable to the will of Chriſt, that 
chriſtians ſhould frequently gather together and ex- 
erciſe thoſe gifts for one another's ſpiritual good, to 
ray with one another, and to encourage each other. 


12 Chriſt in the Aſembly of Chriſtians. 


Now, if thoſe who gather together in the name of 
Chriſt, do it out of obedience to him, then ſuch 
as do it not out of obedience to him, do not gather 
together in his name. Perſons may meet together, 
without being influenced by the command of Chriſt, 
without doing ſo, becauſe it appears to be the mind 
of Chriſt. Here it may be obſerved, that if it ap- 
pears to be the mind of Chriſt, it cannot be omit- 
ed, without ſin. So that when perſons aſſemble, as a 
matter of indifference, which they may either do or 
not, then there is no obedience to Chriſt in it. If 
perſons attend, thinking they may ſtay away and not 
fin, then they do not come, out of obedience, for if 
Chriſt does not, in their view, require it, then there 
is not any obedience in it, even in the vie of the 
perſons, themſelves. If Chriſt does require it, 
then not to comply, would be ſin, and ſo it is with | 
regard to every thing elſe. | 5 

ObjeFion. This is ſtrictneſs indeed, for at this 
rate we either perſorm an act of obedience, or fin in 

every thing we do. | | 

Anſwer. Trae: This is ſtrict, and it is therefore 
agreeable to every humble ſoul. No perſon of an hum- 
ble ſpirit deſires to be his own maſter in any thing: 
This doctrine does, indeed, tend to humble man- 
hind, for if every action is either duty or fin, then 
we never can do any thing that is meritorious. Then, 


1. 278 


© Chrift in the Aſſembly of Chriftians. 13 


gays the unhumbled ſinner, there is no encourage- 
ment to the practice of holineſs, if one can never do 
any: thing better than he is obliged to do, and can- 
not negle& doing to his utmoſt, without finning.— 
Hence unhumbled ſinners have no heart to do any 
thing in religion, unleſs under a notion of ſomething 
very excellent and praiſe-worthy, not being willing x 
to eſteem themſelves, after all, but unprofitable ſer- | 
vants.__——Men may join in religious ſervices, and 
do it wholly from the influence of pride, not mere- 
ly to be ſeen of men, but to appear to themſelves to 
be religious godly perſons, as well as to ſhow their 
gifts, and be admired by others. And an abundance 
of reaſons there may be, beſide obedience to Chriſt, 
by which perſons may. be excited ro Jt on the ap 5 
: Penner of religion. 
Secondly. Wurx perſons are gathered Gebe in 
Chriſt's name, they expect and deſire acceptance on- 
Iy for Chriſt's ſake. To pray in the name of Chriſt, 
is to pray, pleading Chriſt's worthy name, as the on- 
ly ground on which we would be accepted of God. 
So, to gather together in Chriſt's name, is to perform 
all-parts of ſervice to God on the ſcore of Chriſt's 
merits. It implies an hearty acknowledgement of 1 
our own unworthineſs, and a conviction of our in- 14 
finite indebtedneſs that we ſtand bound to ful- 
fil the whole law of God and that we deſerve all its 
penalties—that if we had our deſert, we ſhould be 


be- * | 
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beyond any encouragement'to any religious duties, 


for this is certainly the caſe with us. We are in 


debt — infinitely behind hand, we owe ten "thouſand 
talents and all the ſervices we could do to all eter- 
nity, though moſt ſincere and fervent would never 


pay a ſingle farthing. Our perſons are dead, in law. 


Our all is forfeited, and nothing but ſovereign mer- 
cy iptervenes between us and the eternal pains of 


hell. Our perſons are condemned, and nothing there- 
fore ought to be accepted at our hands, however 
pure, until we are pardoned. Even our beſt ſervi- 
ces are impure, and need a pardon. Every thought | 
of God, though moſt ſerious and reverent, is far 
ſhort of what becomes his infinite majeſty ; and eve- 


ry deſire is mixed with impurity. Every prayer is 
defiled with ſelfiſh ends or ſelf-righteouſneſs;'>: Eve- 


ry duty is defective, at leaſt, as to that ſingle aim 


we ought to have to the glory of God, in it. To 
gather together in the name of Chriſt, implies a ſenſe 


of the exgeeding excellency and worthineſs of Chriſt, 
and faith in him as given to be a ſacrifice for ſinners. 
This is the only encouragement for us ſinners, and 


this is enough a far better and ſurer foundation, 
than our own perfect perſonal obedience, Without 
the knowledge of Chriſt; and faith in him, there is 


no meeting together in his name no uniting in ſup- 


plication to God, ſor his ſake. All the attempts of 
unregenerate mer, when buſied in ſeeking peace, 


iſſue 
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iſſue in this, they attempt to find ſome other reaſon 
of acceptance, beſide the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 

Thirdly. When perſons meet together in the name 
of Chriſt, their end is ſomething appertaining to the 
honor of Chriſt and the advancement of his intereſt 
in the world. 

TERRE is in the hearts of true chriſtians; an inſa- 
tiable thirſt after the honor of Chriſt their Lord and 
Maſter—a perpetual diſpoſition to ſet him up in the 
world, and to bring others to know and love him, 
and when they are excited to meet by-thoſe inclina- 
tions, they meet in the name of Chriſt. Any deſign 
agreeable to the mind of Chriſt, is an evidence of 
their meeting in his name, If they meet for their 
own mutual edification in holineſs, to pray with and 
ſtrengthen one another—if to do honor to their com- 
mon Maſter, by ſeparatin g themſelves from the world , 
to his ſervice—by profeſling their eſteem for him and 
love to him by encouraging each other to diligence, 
fidelity, watchfulneſs, and vigour in his ſervice; 
to enlighten one another's minds in the things of 
Chriſt; to comfort the feeble- minded]; to have an in- 
tereſt in each other's prayers: Or if the deſign of 
their meeting reſpect others; if they aſſemble together 
to pray for the out- pouring of the ipirit—for a revival 
of religion, either in the place where they live, or in 
their families «among their children, friends or 
eee in the church of God, to which they 

| belong: 2 
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belong: If they aim to fit themſelves: for uſeful- 
neſs in their places if they gather together to pray 
for the whole church of God, the members of which 
ace ſcattered abroad in the earth—if they pray for 


the ſpread of the goſpel, and the overrhraw of ſa- 
tan, &c.—When theſe are their real ends and de- 
ſigns, then it is in the name of Chriſt that they meet. 


None can aim at thoſe ends, but ſuch as have the 85 
ſpirit of Chriſt, for theſe are the ends for which 
Chriſt came into the world, and thoſe that have an 


heart to deſire and long for them, have the ſame 


mind in them that was in Chriſt. 

II. What are we to underſtand by Chriſt's being 
in the midſt of them that are gathered together in 
his name ? | 185 

To anſwer this queſtion with the greater diſtinct- 
neſs, I would obſerve (firſt) that we are not merely 
to underſtand that Chriſt is eſſentially preſent with 
them as he is with all his creatures; becauſe he evi- 
dently promiſes thoſe that gather together in his 
name, ſome peculiar bleſſing. He is preſent with 
them in ſome ſpecia! ſenſe. Nor (fecondly) are we 


to ſuppoſe they have Chriſt's bodily preſence with *© 


them, for that is only in heaven. This is implied 


in that declaration of the Holy Ghoſt, who ſays of 


him“ Whom the heavens muſt receive, till the times 
of the reſtitution of all things. See Acts iii. 21,— 
Chriſt is not bodily preſent on earth; much leſs in 
ten thouſand places at once, as the Papiſts and Lu- 
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therans hold, and as he would be, if he was preſent, 
in this ſenſe, with every little worſhipping ſociety. _ 
. Cantsr may be ſaid to be preſent with ſuch as 
are met in his name, in the following reſpects : 
I. As he approves of them and takes delight in 
them. He looks down with pleaſure on their aſſem- 
bly. Their ſervices, if ſincere, aſcend as a {ſweet 


ſmelling ſavor. Chriſt has been at great expenſe, 


he has dohe and ſuffered much. For what? To re- 
deem to himſelf a glorious church, not having ſpot 
or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing. He delivers them 
from their ſpiritual enemies. For what? that we 
might ſerve kim, without fear, all the days of our 
lives. He gave himſelf for his choſen people. For 
what ? that he might redeem them from all iniquity, 
and purify them te himſelf, a peculiar people, zea- 
lous of good works. When chriſtians, therefore, 
exerciſe the grace of God in them, they ſhew the hap- 
py fruits of Chriſt's death. This was the very end 
that Chriſt aimed at. All perſons are pleaſed as they 
attain their ends, and o is Chriſt. It is a great 
honor to Chriſt, that there ſhould be any, number of 
creatures. recovered to a life of holineſs, out of the 
ruined ſtate of the world, by his means. It is a 
ſtrange, a ſurpriſing thing, when all men were be- 
come obnoxious to the wrath of God, that there 
ſhould be any brought into ſuch a ſtate, and capaci- 


ty, to offer to God an acceptable ſervice, and Chriſt 
e looks 


of 
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looks down, we may ſay, with infinite. ſatisfaction, 
on every gracious exerciſe—on the meaneſt ſolitary 
chriſtian, that has gracious W To this man, 
Eh he, will J look. | * 

Wirz thoſe that are gathered geber in the 
name of Chrift, he is preſent, aſſiſting them in car- 


.rying on their ſervices. He ſends his holy ſpirit to 


enlighten their minds, and make them acquainted 
with the things of God, to make them know the 
things that are freely given them of God—to ſtir up 
their graces into exerciſe—to- confirm their faith— 
to eneourage their hope to enlarge his church—to 


increaſe their patience, to help their infirmities, and 


to make interceſſion for them. He ſends down his 
{>iric into their hearts, whereby they cry, Abba, Father, 
He teaches them to pray—ſhews them what they 
want—what is contained in the promiſes—and where 
to go for a fapply. He fills them with love to God 
and one another, and to all men, but b to the 
houſchold of faith. 

3. Chriſt is pfelküt with ſuch as he ſuccc eds, and 
bleſſes chem in their deſires, and hears their prayers, 
and gives anſwers of peace. This feems more eſ- 
pecially intended in the text, as appears from verſe 
19th. So again, John xiv. 13. Whatſoever ye ſhall 
aſk in my name, I wilt do it, that the Father may be 
glorified in 'the Son. Again! in verſe 14th, If ye ſhall 


alk any thing in my name, I will do it. No prayer 
"ot | | of 


Chriſt in the Aﬀembiy of Chriſtians. 19 


of faith ſhall fall to the ground. The. tears of ſin- 
cere penitents are bottled up in heaven, and all the 


prayers of chriſtians are recorded in heaven. Chrift 


has an ear ever open to their requelts, and. an arm 
always ready to help them. 

4. Cunts is preſent. to remember all their ſervi- 
ces, that he may reward them. Every time Chriſt's | 
diſciples meet together, to do him honor, he ſees it, is 
pleaſed with it, records it, and will one day amply 
reward them for | it. Thoſe that honor him, he will 
honor. Indeed, one kind of reward they cannot be 
without hereafter, and that is, the full accompliſh- 

ment of all that their ſouls here. thirſt after. All 
their ſpiritual deſires and longings. center in this, that 


God may be glorified through Jeſus Chriſt. This | 


they will ſee brought to paſs, in the moſt evident 
and complete manner, before the whole world, when 


Chriſt ſhall come to be glorified in his ſaints, and to 


be. admired in all them that believe. But, beſides, 
as none can give a cup of cold water, in love, with- 
out being rewarded, ſo two or three chriſtians 
never meet together in the name of Chriſt, but they 
will be rewarded for it. Is not this a wonderful con- 
ſideration That they ſnould be rewarded for what 
they ought to do! When a ſervant hath done his 
duty to his maſter, doth he thank that ſervant ? I trow 
not. Yet theſe unprofitable ſervices ſhall be reward- 
ed. Not one act of faith; not one act of chriſtian- 
fellowſhip 
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fellowſhip with one another, as Chriſt's diſciples, ſhall 
loſe its rewards—not one ſincere petition— not an 
hymn of praiſe ſung with the heart not a word of 
comfort in Chriſt's name to a weary ſoul, but ſhaft 
be abundantly rewarded. It will appear another day, 
that Chriſt has been ever preſent with his people— 
that not a prayer has been offered up not two or three 
met together, whether in the houſe of public worſhip. 
—in a private dwelling houſe—in the open fields— 
in the highway—in a ſtable, or in the wilderneſs, but 
Chriſt has been preſent, as he was with Nathaniel un- 
der the fig- tree. At this time, Chriſt is preſent by 
his eſſential preſence, with every one of us, whether 
we be ſincere, or not, and his gracious preſence is 
with thoſe that worſhip him 1n ſpirit and truth. Not 
a thought can now enter into our hearts of love, or 
praiſe, or thankſgiving, or admiration, or deſire, but 
_ Chriſt knows i it and will take notice of it in that day 
when every ſecret thing ſhall be brought | into judg- 
ment, whether it be good or evil. Chriſt ſees that 
he may reward, not becauſe there is any reaſon in 
the thoughts themſelves why they ſhould be reward- 
ed. Were they perfect, they would render us dut 
unprofitable ſervants, much Jeſs when they are ſo 
lame and defective, though ſincere. But he rewards 
them with a reward that he has procured, for all them 
that love him, at an infinite expenſe ; and which he 


will beſtow for his own ſake, to ſhew his abundant 
grace 
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grace and loving kindnels. It will be a reward of - 


grace, not to ſignify and reprefent the worth of his 
people s ſervices, but to illuſtrate his own abundant 


and e bounty. 


IMPROVEMENT. 
1. HENCE learn the condeſcenſion of Chriſt. He 


is ſerved by his holy angels, crying out day and 
. night, with perfect ſervices. They are glorious ſpi- 
rits, much ſuperior to us in knowledge, power, and 


wiſdom, as well as in holineſs. Yet he takes notice 
of his diſciples here, though they are very ſinful ; 
though their righteouſneſſes are as filthy rags, though 
they are guilty creatures; that deſerve to die, who 
love him but very little, who are very unbelieving 


though they weary him and affront him every day. 


How mean are our beſt ſervices, compared with thoſe 


of heaven, where there is no ſin, and where Chriſt is 


worſhipped i in perfection! Chriſt wants none of his 
creatures, not even angels, he needs none of their ſer- 


vices, and yet has as gracious a regard to eyery de- 


gree of true affection in ſinful men, as though he 


| ſtood in the greateſt need. No ambitious, vain- glo- 
rious prince, is more pleaſed with the homage of his 


ſubjects, than Chriſt the Lord of glory is with the 
ſervice of. true believers, though he is infinitely above 


” . : SJ... * 
receiving any eſſential honor from the beſt ſervices 
of 


as —— —— 
. ＋ — 2 WE. 44 2 
Xx —— — 9 = 


_ _ — 


. = ( - P — * 
. - y * 1 wy os > * J 4 * 
——— — * 
9 d 2 2 4 » 8 r 
x1 - — k a — } ws * 
m —— ' _— > — — 
— „ 22 4a. A 


— - 2 - "hm * 2 
. 4 — . - . - = 
» HATS — . ⁰ NT oe ae ets hl es — — — tai 
<7 — » ww cx — 


to this? 


1 


32 Chriſt in the Aſſembly of Cbriſtians. 


of his beſt creatures. He is the maker of all things; 
the world was made by him: he is ſurrounded by 
myriads of bright and ſpotleſs, beings, hymning his 


praiſe, caſting their crowns at his feet: Yet ſuch is 
his condeſcenſion, that he has told us, that in what- 
ever place two or three only, of the ſinful, guilty 


children of men are collected, that one would think 
had better be ſhut up in eternal darknefs, he is gra- 
ciouſty in the midſt of them, and will plentifully re- 
ward them, if they are but gathered in his name.— 
What aſtoniſhing condeſcenſion is here! Let them 
be finners that have proceeded to the greateſt height 
of contempt, and oppoſition to him let them be 

aſſembled in the darkeſt and moſt loathſome priſon, & 
clothed in tattered rags—though they be few in num- 
ber, outcaſts from among men—yet, if warmed with 


genuine affection to Chriſt—if aſſembled in his name 


they may be ſure that the King of kings and Lord 
of lords will give them his preſence. Though they 
ought, had they their deſerts, to be in hell, yet Chriſt, 
the Judge of men and angels, is pleaſed to meet with 
them and bleſs them. Where cam e find a parallel 


2. Hencr learn when we may expect the preſence 
of Chriſt with us in our meetings. Only when we. 
are met in his name. We may meet together pro- 
feſſedly for religious duties engage in them, be 


long and exemplary, conſtant and diligent to appear- 


ance, 
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ance, and yet not have Chriſt with us. If it is not 
the honor of Chriſt that we aim at, and his righteouſ- 
neſs that we would approach God in, and his king- 
dom we mean to advance, we have no reaſon to ex- 
pect his preſence, If love to Chriſt does not edge 
us on, if thankfulneſs to him does not animate and 
inſpire our devotion, we only worſfip with our lips, 
and Chriſt cannot be pleaſed with us. Hence Chriſt 
is never preſent. with any, in the ſenſe of the text, 
but renewed converted perſons, for they only, act from 
love to him—they only, gather together in his name. 
It is by faith, only, that any acceptable ſacrifice is 
offered. No performances. of the unconverted are 
 pleafing to God. They may be, and often are, bleſ- - 
ſed to their converſion, but this is wholly of the fret 
uncovenanted grace of God, and not becauſe thein 
fervices afford any manner of reaſon, on account of 
their worthineſs, that it ſnould be ſo. Whether a- 
lone or with others, none but Chriſt's real diſciples, 
thoſe that are devoted to him, and have his honor 
and the intereſts of his kingdom, nearer their hearts 
than any other thing, can reaſonably hope for Chriſt's 
preſence. Chriſt will not be with his enemies. He 
will take no notice of their ſervices, unleſs to puniſh 
them. You may be fetvent, ſerious, much engaged, 
earneſt; laborious and inceſſant in prayer, and yet if 
you pray not in Chriſt's name, and for ſuch ends as 
reſpect the glory of God, and the honor of Chriſt, 
your 


wo cbt in the Aſinbhy of Cbri lian: 


your prayers are an abonildation. Now give me 
leave to aſk you. | | | 
Wnar is it moves and induces you to attend this 
meeting? Did you come here to pleaſe your fancy * 
To ſpend à vacant hour? To be entertained by 
kearing a ſermon? To have the pleaſure of being in 
a large company? Look inward: Did a ſacred re- 
gatd to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt bring you? Did you 
come, ſenſible of your ſpiritual wants? With a ſoul 
earneſtly thirſting after God? Did you hope to meet 
with: Chriſt here? and to have your hearts humbled 
into a more delightful ſubmiſſion to him? 

3. Hence learn, that we may know whether we 
have met in Chriſt's name, or not, by the tokens of 
his preſence. If we have, he will aſſiſt us by his ho- 
Iy ſpirit, fill us with love to him, cauſe us to believe 
on him, and give us freedom and boldneſs with con- 
fidence, and afford us relief under ſpiritual. trou- 
bles. Do we meet with the ſaints, and find no good? 
Receive no ſpiritual bleſſing? No conviction? No 
ſenſe of God's glory? No ſatisfying views of the 
pardoning mercy of God? Do we exerciſe no faith 
in Chriſt? No hope of glory? Do we receive no 
bumiliation ? Are we hardened? Then we do not 
gather together to worſhip in the name of Chriſt. We 
mult ſearch for the cauſe, We are unſound at bottom, 
either wholly, or in part. Do not you find that you 


can attend meetings, public and private, and be ne- 
ver 
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ver the better? No more ſolemnized, no more watch · 
ful? Divine things lie with no more weight on your 

minds? Cannot you follow the world with as much 
freedom, and pleaſure, as ever? And doth not this 
prove that you are falſe-hearted? Doth it not give 
tealon to ſuſpect, whether you are, at heart, true to 
Chriſt, or not? Whether all is not matter of "Frm 
and cuſtom, or from fome ſiniſter view ? | 

4. Hex we ſee great encoura gement bo fre- 
quent gathering together in Chriſt's name. Man- 
kind are fond of the company of the great ones of 
the earth. What an honor would it be eſtesmed- to 
entertain an earthly King? Vet as often as we 
pleaſe, we may have the preſence of the King of 
heaven. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt will meet with us 
whenever we meet together, with hearts diſpoſed to 
receive and honor him. This, one would think, 
would make chriſtians deſire to aſſemble together in 
Chriſt's shame, as often as poſſible, not. forſaking 
the aſſembling themſelves together, either in a pub- 
lic or more private manner. Suppoſe Chriſt was 
now perſonally on earth, and all we adrnitted to vi- 
"fir him, would we not travel, to enjoy fuch an op- 
portunity | 2 

Bur now we have no need of tee Who ſhall 
aſcend” into heaven, or deſcend into the deep, for 
Chriſt is not far from any one of us, if we are met 
in his name. May we have Chriſt preſent with us, 
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very one eſteems himſelf highly favored, 
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taking pleaſure in us, aſſiſting, accepting, and re- 
wardingſſ us! ? Why then ſhould we not frequent 
the aſſemblies of the ſaints ? Why not often collect 
together in convenient numbers, to worſhip him and 
ſeek his favor? What an invaluable privilege do 


we enjoy ? What multitudes never knew. any thing 


ot Chriſt, and never will, until they ſee him coming 
in the glpuds of heaven, to take vengeance on al 
chat are in their fins! And we have him preached to 
u3; we have his word, and may have his, ſpiritual 
laactifying preſence, as often as we are diſpoſed to 
moet together in his name] Would not a true love 
to Chriſt diſpole us to form ourſelves into ſocieties, 


in ſuch numbers as is convenient, and meet together 


as often as is convenient, that we migliſ have Chriſt with 
us? If any ſtranger of high rank, or great merit, a- 
rives among us, how quickly .do we flock around, and 


form companies into which we may invite him ? E- 
hat can 


obtain leave to be with him. And i is ther leſs re- 


gard ſneun to this Mavenly Viſitant, who ſpeaks 


peace and beſtows bliſs, where ever he is entertained ! 

5. Faom this ſubject we learn, that there is no 
76 to be aſhamed, becauſe of the ſmallneſs of a 
ſociety. Chriſtiags are choſen out of the world, and 
they make a little flock, compared with the world. 
Hence, too, the pooreſt. and Moſe that are caſt out 


* 


of the 8 of others, have no reaſon to be 
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caſt-down, if they be but the diſciples of Ghrift.— 
Hence, alſo, Chriſt is preſent in every family, often 
as family worſhip is performed in a right manner. 
Some think that our Saviour meant, by. our text, | 
to contradict a notion of the Jews, that there could = 
not be a congregation with fewer than ten perſons. ., 
6. Hence perſons muſt be agreed in their 1 | 
ſed ſentiments concerning Chriſt, or they cannot: ex- 
pe& the preſence of Chriſt, with them all. They 
muſt ſuppoſe each other to emertain much the ſame; 
notion, concerning Chriſt, or they cannot worſhip. 
together. For inſtance, if one ptofeſſes to believe 5 
that Chriſt is a divine perſon, properly, and eternally 
poſſeſſed of divin t Attributes, whereby he is true God, 
& another ĩmagini chat Chriſt is only an exalted crea- 
ture, but yet infinitely ſhort of divine, how can they gar; 
gather together in Chriſt's We? 2 How can they join a 
together in worſhip.? ? How can they meet together in. 
the name of the ſame Saviour? So, if one believes 
he may expect ſome regard to be paid to him on ac- 
count of the ſincerity of his worſhip and the integ- 
rity of his heart, while the other expects acceptance, 
only on account of the worthineſs of Jeſus Chriſt— 
What concord or agreement can there be between them? 
How can they worſhip together in Charity? Muſt 
there not be a viſible, profeſſed agreement in matters 
of ſuch eſſential importance? Without this; they 
cannot worſhip together as fellow-chriſtians, but one 
will be all the time in the exerciſe. of pity. toward 
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the oth 3 being fatally deceived. Nor can it be 
thought any way ſufficient, that both ſhould merely 
orafets't to believe the bible, becauſe that gives no 
manner of. evidence that their ſentiments are alike in 
theſe matters, ſince the bible has had ſo many diffe- 
ent conſtructions put upon it. Chriſtians are exhor- 
ted to be of one accord, of one mind, but we can- 
not ſuppoſe that the apoſtle meant enly that they 
ſhould all profeſs, in general, to make the word of 
God their rule, for w cannot ſuppoſe that any to 

| whom he addreſſed this exhortation, denied the ſerip- 
tures to be the only „ 

In a word, my brethren, have we any reaſon to 
think that Chriſt has been preſege with us at this 
time! If Chriſt has been preſent & th us, che effects 
will be laſting. If we have now: worſhipped'i in His 
name; this will not bee laſt time. The ſaint 5 
ſhall mount as on eagle's wings, and we ſhall have an 
ardent thirſt after renewed viſits from the King of 
heaven. We ſhall ſeck to find him, when alone. 
We ſhalt long after beaven, where we mall have him 
always preſent with us. How glorious is the place 
where Chriſt always dwelts? There We mall ſee him, 
not only by faich, as we do here; there we ſhall have 
his ſenſible preſcnce not only at certain times there we 
ſhall not labour under doubts, whether we are ac- 
cepted, and whether he has our hearts, or not—there 
we ſhall not worſhip: bim in foch ſmall numbers, as 
we do hett: but en the contrary, we ſhall ſee him 


* 
\ 
7 

. 


face to-face, behold his glory and be changed into 
the fame image. We ſhall be ever with the Lord, 
and have him always with us. We ſhall be ſure that 
- we have his eternal favor that we love him, and are 
Eternally devoted to him. We ſhall join the innu- 
merable company of angels, and the ſpirits of juſt 
men made perfect. And with them, we ſhall, to all 
eternity, aſeribe blefling and honor, and olory and 
power, and might and dominion, to him that ſitteth 
on tae throne, and to the Lamb. To which bleſſed- 
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Preached at the ALims-Hovss. 


2 CORINTHIANS, vr. 10. 
— 4. Norrowful, yet always rejoicing ; as poor, yet 
making many rich ; , as having nothing, 


" and dt Poſſe or all things. 
the apoſtle Paul, in this paſſage, 


DEI 
a 1 
did not ſuit the temper and ſtate 


253 " GR 
of the primitive chriſtians, only. 

e It would be pertinent from the lips 
Fn of every poor diſciple of Chriſt, to 
the end of the world. True chriſtianity is the ſame : 7 
the moſt valuable bleſſings and privileges of believ- 
ers are the ſame now that they were in the days of 
the apoſtles. | He that came into the world to bear 
witneſs to the truth, has declared tha his kingdom 
is not of. this world. None are perſuac ed to become 
che followers of Jeſus Chriſt, by the prorffſe of earth · 
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Jeſus Chriſt offers no encouragements that are ſuited 
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ly | poſſeGans,. and the happineſs that ſprings from 
enjoyments of a worldly nature; ſo far from it, that 


ve are required to relinquiſh our moſt beloved friends 
2 and every temporal enjoyment, to make a voluntary 
ſacrifice of them all, to the honor and intereſt of 


Chriſt, as we would approve ourlelves his true diſci- 
ples. We are required to forſake all that we have 
We are required to retain no other affection for the 
delights of this preſent life, or even life itſelf, than is 
conſiſtent with an habitual readineſs to give them all 


up at the call of Chriſt, and from ſupreme love to him 


that is, we are to have no other affection for them, 


than ſuch as is conſiſtent with a ruling, predominat- 


ing affection to Chriſt in our hearts: for how can we 
be habitually willing to give up our eart 27 enjoy- 
ments for Chriſt's ſake, unleſs we have in our hearts 

2 love to Chriſt which is ſuperior to the love we have 
for them? And this amounts to ſuch a comparative 
diſeſteem of them—ſach deadneſs of affection to 
them, that an unſanctiſied heart would as ſoon chooſe 


to go without them, as to have them only © on fuch 


terms. 
Bur, doth it follow, that, becauſe the goſpel of 


to the taſte of a depraved heart, that therefore, it 
contains a niggardly kind of religion? That it is deſ- 


« titute of ſuch, arguments as are: adapted: to work on 


the deſires ah Ropes of Mankind ? Doth it ſet no- 
* Re thing 


"I 


Lig 


thing before men 28 A 864l, a. prize to run 1 Doth 


it promiſe then no reward for their fidelity and affec- ; 


tion! ? Such an apprehenfion concerning the goſpel, 
would be very far from what 1 is true and juſt. Let 
our bleſſed Saviour be heard ſpeaking for himſelf, e- 
ven when he is inculcating on his diſciples the high- 
eſt inſtances of ſelf-denial, Matk. x. 29, 30. « Ve- 
rily I ſay unto you, there is no man that hath left 


houſe or brethren, or ſiſters, or father, or mother, or 
wife, or children, or lands, for my fake and the goſ- 


pel's, but he ſhall teceive an hundred fold now in 
this time, houſes, and brethren, and ſiſters, and mo- 


C 


thers, and children; and lands, with perſecution, and, 


” 


in the world to come, eternal life.” We cannot un- 


derſtand our bleſſed Saviour to mean that thoſe who 
en ſelves for his lake, ſhall be what the world 


deny the 
calls, poſfeſſors of an hundred times as many houſes, 


and an hundred times as much land as what they! have | 
left, ſor him. Such a kind of conſtruction would be | 
evidently impoſſible, with ref pect to ſome of the | par- 


ticulars in which Chriſt inſtances. It would be ridicu- 


lous to ſuppoſe that the diſciples of Chriſt ſhould have 
an hundred times as many brethren, and ſiſters, and 


mothers, as they had before. What Chriſt intends, 
ſeems to be this; that where there 1s ſuch a ſpirit of 
ſelf-denial in any perſon, as will prevail with him to 


leave all, for Chriſt's ſake, what little he has to do 


with temporal enjoy ments, mall yield him much more 
real and ſubſtantial happineſs, than he could any way 
14 E. : $ 
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have received from them while he was under the pow- 
er of carnal and corrupt affections; according to that 


in Pſalms xxxvii. 16. © The little that the rightedus 


man hath, is better than the riches of many wicked ; 


And Proverbs xv. 16, © Better is a little, with the 
fear of the Lord, than great riches, and trouble there- 
with.” © Better is a dinner of herbs, where love is, 


better is the meaneſt fare, with an heart under the in- 
fluence, of love to God, and in a ſtate of peace with 
him “ than a fatted ox the moſt de lit (cious i and 


with, with an heart in a ſtate of enmity ing God; 
and, as the uarenewed heart i is, in a ſtate of warfare 
with all God's creatures. 

We cannot conceive too highly of the privileges 
which belong to the heirs of ſalvation. They are 
heirs of God and joint-heirs with Jeſus Chriſt: Tho“ 
they walk not, perhaps, as we might expect of per- 


ſons who are born to ſuch great expectations; nei - 
ther ſo holily nor ſo comfortably—Yet this is not to 


be charged on the goſpel, as if it were in any reſpect 
deceitful or defective, but on chriſtians themſelves, 


for having ſo little of the ſpirit of grace, and faith in 
Chriſt reſting on them. But it is time to conſider 


the text more particularly, as baving nothing, and yet 


poſſeſſing all things. * 
What are we to underſtand by chriſtians poſſeſſing 


All things? In what ſenſe may they be ſaid to do ſo? 


To 


*  & 


f . * # 
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| To chis queſtion I a 
* all things. 4 
| T With reſpect to the ad _ 3 « their 


yer, they may be ſaid to poſſeſs * 


* i 
22 
4 


II. In repard to the relation they ſtand: T to Je- 
ſus Chriſt, who is their Head, ang the Lord of all 
1 1 1 & 

\ ey may be ald to "pag all things, with re- 
¶ ſpecz go the temper of their own find, or the man- 
ner in n which they ſtand affected to the 1 of _ 

this 22 on two accounts, 2 Y | 
I. They may be ſaid to poſſeſs all things, becauſe” 
| ly are as contented as if they actually had the 
if * enjoyment of them, in the ſenſe of the world, This 
is the caſe with them 10 far as they have the true ſpi- 
mit of the Goſpel in their hearts. They feel as full 
F and as much ſatisfled, and as hap x though they are 
> deſtitute of many "bleſſings which others enjoy, as if 
| they had them all, They do not find that emptineſs 
and want in the abſence of worldly enjoyments that 
4 other men do, whoſe hearts are ſet. upon them, and 
whoſe happineſs is made up of ſuch things. World- 
temporal good things, do not appear to them ſa 
neceſſary, and of ſuch | importance as they do to other 

men. They have meat to eat that the world knows 
not of. Their hearts are ſame, here elſe, and if they 
cannot boaſt of ſo large poſſeſſions as many others, 
they have this for their comfort, that they do noe 
want them. Theſe natural things they do not look 
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that all things are ordered by theiß heavenly F ather, 


fit that they mould be hungry, or naked, or | ſick, or oh 
in pain, or neglected, and. deſpiſed, they chooſe ic 


ſpeak 1 in reſpect of — for [ have learned i in what- 
Ever ſtate I am therewith to be content. 1 know both 
how to be abaled, and how to abound. Every whege, 


\ 
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upon ; as the beſt good. Tbez Ho not eſteem it any 
real calamity to go wien them, they know it is not 
a laſting g one : And they can compert with many in- 
conveniences, and ſuſtain many hargſhips, without 
having the peace of their, minds broken in upon, or 
any alloy to their trueſt and beſt happineſs: They know 


who diſpoſes all things f for the beſt, and if. 


ſhould be fo too. Their happineſs lies more in hay- 


ing God's will done, than in having their natural diſ- 


pofion eratified. So the apoſtle Paul in his letter 
to the Philippian converts, when he tells them of the a 
joy! he felt at the care they had taken to ſupply his 2M 
wants, warning them againſt underſtanding him as 
rejoicing on this account that his. outward wants were 
ſupplied : He gives them to underſtand that he was 84 
incapable of being i in want, as long as the temper of oh 
mind he was then in, laſted. be Not, fays he, t hat 1 


and in all | things, 1 am inſtructed both to be full, and 
to be hungry both to abound and to ſuffer need.“ 


F wo WY ww SS $0 


cts «is rt of enjoying ail hoſe ching with which on 
they have to do, in as valuable and important a ſenſe 
as they had thera 1 in their own poſton, What 


* 
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bounty to Him t 
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is the end of poſſęſſion, but to improve what we poſ- 
ſel? : Now if che chriſtian can make as good an im- 
5 provement of what is poſſeſſed by others —if he can 
put it tons good a uſe as if it were in lis own hands, 
is it not 4 Well as to. poſſeſs it himſelf? and yet 
there are divers ways in which this may be done. F or 


2 


eiſtian who has nothing himſelf, yet if 
his Wighbours around him partake of the, bleſſings 


of. God's s providence, he may have the ſame joy and 


Ankfulneſs as if he poſſeſſed i it himſelf. For ſuppoſe 
we ourſelves are plentifully ſupplied With the N 
things of this life; what is the moſt rational and re- 


ligious kind of joy that ſuch an abundance ſhoul Ws, 4 | | 
excite? Is it the joy of rellecting that we have it in 


our power to gratify our natural appetites ?” That we 
can indulge in ſenſual pleaſures ! ? Or live at our eaſe, 
and in a kind A independency ? ? This ſurely cannot 
be that improvement of the bleſſings of providence 
which is moſt rational hd divine. Muſt it not be ra- 
therthe j joy that ſprings froth what we obſerve of 
God's perfection, in theſe things? His all- ſufficiency, 


his goodneſs, his patience ? Muſt it not be the plead 


being conducted by the ſtreams of God's 
e all-gracious origin of them ? and 


of adoring God Phe manifeſts himſelf to us through 
his creatures: ? And why may not a chriſtian that loves 


God and takes dellht! in all the diſplays he makes to 


"NR hy may not he ſee as much of God's 
power and goodneſs in what are beſtowed on others, 
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as if they were Beſtowed on himſelf? Would it be 
goodneſs in God to grant me the bleſſings of provi- 


dence, and is it not goodnefs in God, as much, to 
grant them to others? Is not God to be adored and 
rejoiced i in, for what he beſtows on ond 41 as well as 


for what he beſtows on another? Muſt not that 
be a very ſelfiſh kind of gratitude, that is ex- 
cited by what is given to me, while I have no ſenſe 
of gratitude for what my fellow creatures enjoy * 


This is far from being the ſpirit of the religion of 


. Chriſt. A perſon endowed with any conſiderable de- 


gree of the ſpirit of Chriſt, is far from being ſo con- 
tracted and ſelfiſh. When he ſees how bountiful 


God is to others, he is ready to adore his merey and 


grace, as well as when God is bountiful to him. 


Though pinched himſelf, with want, yet it rejoices 
his heart that God is pleafed to diſplay and make 
known what he is in his goodgeſs to others. And fo 
he poſſeſſes what others poſſeſs, or makes the moſt 
valuable improvement of it. And as to the wif on 


and power, and majefty of God, that are to be ſeen 


in his works, the chriſtian may reap the ſame givine 


improvement when in the hands of others, as if they 3s 
were in his own hands. And ſo fart he has the prin- Ss 
ciple of true Chriſtian benevolence, he will rejoice in, 
and feel thankful for, the outward happineſs that others 
enjoy, as if it were his own. This will teach him not 
only to weep with thoſe that weep, but alſo to tejoice 
With thoſe that rejoice, ® 
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- Chriſtians may be ſaid to poſſeſs all things, 
on account of their relation to Jeſus Chriſt. 
* All true believers are ſo united to Chriſt, that what is 

belongs to him, doth in a ſenſe belong to them. They 
are related to him, as the members of the natural bo- | 
dy are related to the head, ſo that he has the abſolute 
command of them, and all that belongs to them, and 
he orders all things for the good of the body. They 
are related to him as a wife to her huſband, ſo that 
all Chriſt poſſeſſes, is their's. They hold fellowſhip 
with Chriſt in all he is, and in all he has. Hence, 
faith, the apoſtle, all are your's and ye are Chriſt's.— 
They are relatedto Chriſt, as the redeemed: ſervant is 
related to his maſter, who bought him.” Chriſt has 
redeemed them with his precious blood, that they 
might be his ſervants. He died, and roſe, and re- 
vived, that he might be Lord both of the dead and 
living. And all Chriſt has, belongs to them, as he 
will take care of them, and provide for them. Be- 
0 cauſe of the relation they ſtand in to Chriſt, they may 
be ſaid to poſſeſs all things thoſe ſeveral ways. 
1. As Chriſt diſpoſes all things for the beſt. A | 
4 child in his minority, though he has little or nothing 
at his own diſpoſal, is in much better circumſtances th 
than if he was at his own diſpoſal, and the poſſeſſor 
of a large eſtate, provided he is under the care of a | 
wiſe and able parent. So a believer is in much bet- | 
. ter circumſtances through his relation to Chriſt, than 
if he were poſſeſſor of the whole globe, and was deſ- 


r * 


—_— 
* 
” 


4 
? 


\ 


— . 


— 
Ro E In —_ po , 
_ — K ooo, 
7 22 . — 


n — - > = 


GIG + Ia, " _—_ 
+ © 


— 4 = 
r 
- 


bh — — — * - - 
=» | — —_— _— _—— —_ =, 8 — - * 
—— —— —— 
— 


989 J 
128908 * * — 
1 — 
v > Wy 
_ Lu 4d 


: 
3 2 N — —_— * * — * 
. OPEN or" — 8 * 2 
Us * — — a> Ss 5 . — 1 0 * $ 
_— —+ > - "6 1 . 


* "IX * 
An,» + . — 4 . 
na oo.» 22 5 
= i —— — 2 
vw. Sa. 
wh. 


4 —— — 
. — „* —— a 
" - 
K 1 50 + = 
% " . * 


Poor Chriſtians, with great Paſelſons. 


40 
titute of the protection and love or C hriſt; for al tings | 


in heaven and earth are at the diſpoſal of his maſter and ,, 
head. Rich men may fancy themſelves in a more in- 


dependent ſtate, and look down with pity; if not con- 
tempt, on their poor chriſtian neighbours ; ; but they 
entertain very wrong apprehenſions of the matter, if 


they think themſelves in happier circumſtances than 


the moſt impoveriſhed behever in Chriſt. The poor 
chriſtian poſſeſſes the wealth of the rich ſinner, in a 
much better and nobler manner than the rich man 


Himſelf doth. For it is all in the power of Chriſt, 


r neceſſary for the beſt intereſt 


of his poor diſciples, he will, ſome how or other, 


conyert it to their uſe and profit. Such is the happy 


condition of every one that belongs to Chriſt. All 


that the world contains, is his, whenever Chriſt ſees 


that he really needs it. 
II. All things are actually improved and diſpoſed 
of by Chriſt, for ſuch ends and purpoſes as lie near- 


eſt the heart of the true chriſtian. All things in the 
heavens and the earth, and the ſeas, are uſed N thoſe 


very ends. 
Chriſt and his diſciples are ſo united that they have 


but one common intereſt. There are no ends Chriſt 
IS purſuing i in the government of the world, but what 
are dear and precious to every believer. Whether it 


be the glory of God, Chriſt's own advancement and 


honor, or the welfare of the church, Now if we were 


propr ierors in all that this world contains, what other 


V 


V 
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uſe ſhould we think of putting it all to, but the com- 


Tang our own ends by it? And if it is in the hands 


of ſome one elſe who 1s faithfully applying it, to 
thoſe ſelf-ſame ends, is it not the ſame thing to us, is 
if we ourſelves were diſpoſing and applying it to 
thoſe ends? eſpecially if i it is in the hands of a per- 
ſon who i is as zealous to promote thoſe ends, and. as 
capable to do i it as we can pretend to be? Now this 
is juſt the caſe with Chriſt's diſciples. Suppoſe they 
have nothing, according to that notion of having, that. 
prevails | in the world, yet is it not altogether as well 
for them, when Chriſt, their head and huſband, has. all 
chings i in poſſeſſion, and is earneſtly engag ged to ad- 
vance thoſe deſigns, that the chriſtian deſires ſhov}d 
be advanced above all. | 
When the poor chriſtian takes a ſurvey of the hea- 
f vens, the earth, and the ſeas, and the men that dwell 
on the earth and all they pleaſe themſelves with and 
delight 1 in, he may ſay, with humble joy and thank- 
fulaeſs, all thoſe things which I behold, are mine.— 
Though they are not at my diſpoſal, yet they belong 
to Chriſt, my Maſter, my friend; and he fits above, 
and with unlimited authority, and irreſiſtible power, 
and the moſt admirable {kill, is managing them, and 
OVer- ruling them for thoſe purpoſes which ] moſt de- 
light! in. He is diſpoſing them all ſo as to promote 
the glory of his, and my heavenly Father, and the en- 
largement, peace, and eternal ſalyation of his church ; 
ſo that I have no reaſon to envyhoſe who appear to 
ANN | Bough be 
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be more rich and honorable than I am. All the wit 
and knowledge, power and wealth of all my fellow crea- 
tures is rendered ſubſervient to my ends, under the 
inviſible, but infallible influence of my Redeemer and 
Lord, The glory of my heavenly Father, and the 
final ſalvation of God's choſen people, and the over- 
throw of all the enemies of Chriſt are perpetually 
aimed at, and promoted in all theſe things. 

III. Through his relation to Jeſus Chriſt, the be- 
liever is heir to an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled 
and that fadeth not away, reſerved in heaven for him, 

and ſo he may be ſaid to poſſeſs all things, as he is 
heir to that inheritance, in compariſon with which, 
all that the ſons of men commonly glory in, is as no- 
thing at all. What is it to be rich in this world's 
goods, that can only clothe, and feed and pamper the 
body, compared with being heirs- apparent to tlie 
kingdom where our ſouls will enjoy complete happi- 
neſs ſuited to their ſpiritual and immortal nature? 
What is it to be rich in thoſe earthly poffeſſions which 
we muſt leave at death, and may leave, long before, 


and which will ſtand us in no ſtead when our bodies 


are lodged in the grave, compared with having a cer- 
tain title to eternal manſions in the houſe of God, 
and the oath and promiſe of God, thoſe two immu- 
table things, to aſſure us of an unſpeakable, and nev- 
er dying, never decayipg bleſſedneſs in God's preſence 
above ? 
May not the chriſtian, in this view of the matter, 
be ſaid to poſſeſs all things? for what is there, truly 
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valuable, that he 8 not poſſeſs, ar at leaſt that is 
not his in reverſion ? Do we call a man poor, who is 
a poſſeſſor of gold, becaute he has not alſo in his poſ- 
ſeſſion, duſt and pebble-ſtones ! ? And ſhall we call the 
faint paor, who owns a kingdom and has Gad for his 
Father, angyGhrjſt for his Redeemer, the Holy Ghoſt 
for his ſanctifier, and all things working together for 
his good, and is bound to the ſhores of immortal glo- 
ry, becauſe he has not gold and ſilver, and an abun- 
dance of the good things of this world that is devo. 
ted to be deſtroyed by fire ? ? It is an inconſiſtence for 
a chriſtian to be .in want of any thing, unleſs it be 
more of the ſpirit of Chriſt in his heart. He is an 
heir of God and joint-heir with Chriſt, and can he be 
in want? We ſhould think it ſtrange if the ſon of a king 
ſhould be in want, unleſs he had forfeited his father's 
good will and was an outcaſt from his family. And if a — 
child of God, by faith in Chriſt, is deſtitute of any out- 
0 ward good, it is impoſſible it ſhould be a real want. It 
is impoſſible that when God has given aperſon Himſelf 
and his Son, and eternal life, that he ſhould refuſe him 
any e outward enjoyment, when he really needs it. So. 
that the chriſtian may be ſaid, in the beſt ſenſe, to poſ- 1: 
feſs all Fg: i 


IMPROVEMENT. 


IT. Hence, There is no ſuch thing as being im- 


poveriſhed by becoming Chriſt's diſciples, or the moſt 
faithful adherents to his cauſe. We may loſe what 


is called riches here on earth, and what the ſons of 
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men grcedily crave as the beſt good; but we cannot 
loſe any thing that i is truly valuable, nothing but what 
it is both our duty and intereſt to be weaned from and 
deſpiſe. Riches are no part of the bleſſing God be- 
ſtows on his children, though he has promiſed them 
they ſhall not want any good thing. cannot be 
made ſo poor, by embracing the goſpel and fol- 
lowing Chriſt, but that we may be ſaid to poſſeſs all 
things, i in the beſt of ſenſes that can be. Why then 
ſhould we be diſcouraged from giving ap ourſelves 
to Chriſt and forſaking all that we have, for his ſake, 
when it is certain we can be no loſers by it? Let 
what will happen to us, ſhould God call us in his 
providence, to ſuffer the loſs of all outward things, to 
be impriſoned, ſcourged, to ſuffer by hunger, cold or 
nakedneſs, yet we ſhould be in much happier circum... 
ſtances than any that believe not on Chriſt, though 
8 dreſſed i in ſcarlet and faring ſomptuouſſy every day. 
1 ö We cannot be Chriſt's diſciples, without ſorlaking all 
| that we have ; but this is like a child s being called | 
to forſake toys and baubles, things of no real value, 
and things that none but a child would be pleaſed 
with, for the ſake of durable riches and ri ichteouſ- 8 


neſs. 

II. Hence, outward poverty is no ju ground of 
contempt, unleſs we will deſpiſe the apoſtle Paul and 
an holy army of Martyrs that have forſaken houſes 

and lands, and wives, and children, and their lives, 
for Chriſt's ſake. Being poor in this world's goods 
is not at all inconſiſtent with being rich in faith.” Po- 
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vain is no judgment. It is no mark of God's diſ- 


pleaſure; but rather the ſcriptures repreſent the mat- 
ter as if God ordinarily beſtowed riches on wicked 


men. To the ſinner he giveth travel to gather and 


to heap up: : but that a man may be rich and gra- 
cCilous, too: 
not commanded to lay aſide their wealth and become 
poor, but 8 make a good: uſe of their riches; to be 
rich in good works, ready to diſtribute, and yet much 
is ſaid in ſcripture about the rich, as being very miſe- 
rable, at leaſt. . Wo unto you rich, for ye have re- 


ceived your conſolation. Go to now, ye rich men, weep. 


and howl for your miſeries that ſhall come upon you.“ 


A rich man ſhall hardly enter into the kingdom of 
heaven: but then in thoſe paſſages we are to under - 


ſtand ſuch rich men as have the heart and ban that 
really accompany riches. t fy 


A poor ſaint that lives by faith, how much more ex- 


cellent is he in the ſight of God, than the rich ſinner 
and ſo he ought to be in our eſteem, though we are 
£09 apt to court riches and ſeek the favor of thoſe 
whom the world calls happy. 5 

III. Hence thoſe that are poor in this world may 
learn how to become ſome of the richeſt perſons on 
earth. Thaugh you are not owners of houſes or 
Jands—though you are ſupported by the charity. "Mp 
others, yet you may become far; richer than all the 
kingdoms of the world could make you. Only be- 
lieve on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, become his ſincere 


diſciples forſake your ſins - become devoted to the 


no ſin to be rich, and rich men are 


* 
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ſervice, and learn to live to the glory of God—only 

become united to Chriſt by faith, and all things ſhall 

be yout's. You will be entitled to the protection of 

God's providence, and if you are left deſtitute of any 
preſent good, it will only be with a vie'to promote 

your future and eternal good. I caf omiſe you 

that if you become true chriſtians. you will be made 

any richer in teraporal reſpects, but I can pomiſe this,. 

if it will be beſt for you; and could you- yourſelves: 1 
deſire riches on any other condition? I can promiſe 

you, that you ſhall be high in God's favor, and that 

in the world to come you ſhall be received to joy 
unſpeakable and full of glory. Yea, you ſhall be re- 

ceived to ſuch a ſtate of unutterable happineſs, that 1 
the expreſſion I have now made uſe of, is far too 

low to ſet it forth: So much too low, that this ex- 

preſſion, in all its ſtrength, is applied to the pleaſure 

which believers experience, in their preſent ſtate. of 
imperfection and hope. * Whom having not ſeen ye 1 
love, in whom though ye ſee him not, yet believing 

ye rejoice with joy unſpeakable and full of glory.” 

If, therefore, you are not very happy, notwithſtand- 

ing your poverty, it is your own fault. You may be 

the children of God by faith in Jeſus Chriſt- you 

may be heirs of all things. Be exhorted, then, to be rich; 

don't abide any longer in a ſtate of ſpiritual poverty. 

To be poor in this world, and to be ſpiritually poor 

too, how unhappy a caſe is that! remember that your 

mreſent poverty will be no excuſe for you at the judg- 

nent day. If you are then found among the deſpi- 
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fers of the goſpel, you will be poor indeed. You will 


de left deſtitute of all peace and hope, and the Saviour 
whom you now deſpiſe, will have no mercy on you. 


mercy of the Lord to be true believers 


any bleſſing, it is becauſe your Head and Sa- 


you? | al depend on its being granted you. 
The Lord Jeſus Chriſt watches over you wich more 
care and ſolicitude than any earthly parent over her 


young and helpleſs offspring, and you may look on 


every thing about you as your's—as being devoted to 
your uſe and benefit. It is all inghe poſſeſſion of Chriſt 
who is promoting the moſt wiſe and holy ends, by all 
things, ſo that life is your's, death is your's, things pre- 


ſent and things to come, all are your's, for ye are 


Chriſt's and Chriſt is God's. 

What an happy thing it muſt be to be heirs of all 
things through him ! This is that ſtone which turns 
every thing into gold. It puts an air of chearfulneſs 
on every thing around us. It can make poverty 
rejoice and the priſoner leap for joy. It lays a ſolid 


foundation for hope, and expectations full of immor- 


tality and glory. We are here, my friends, to tarry 


bur a little while. A few moments- more, and we 


muſt bid adieu to every thing beneath the ſun, and 
then how very inſignificant a queſtion wall it- appear, 


wn if any of you that are poor in this world 


bee, is plentiful conſolation for you. 
> your's if you are Chriſt's. If you want 


. viour beſt for you not to have it. Is there 
any ard good that would be of real ſervice to 
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is great reward, and that you are acting againſt 
light of your own minds, while you remain in your 


whether we have . 4 or rich! ? Let us, wen per 
ver be diſcouraged from devoting burſelves to God 
in Chriſt, through fear, leſt our temporal happineſs 
ſhould be Jeffened by it. A child would act afga- 
ſonably, Who ſhould keep away from hig 
loſe the benefit of his inſtruction at E 
feit his father's eſtate, for fear Jeſt he's "Tho 
— ſhort, or be compelled to {dl 


© irkfome duty, during his minority. | - 2 
thing ſo much conſult our own beſt ggpd, 9 
coming truly religious, by turning E de in 


vites us to do, and accepting his mercy ig Chit, and 
living devoted to him. To live a day longer, with- 
out doing this, may be fatal to us, and I doubt not but 


that I have the teſtimony of many of your conſcieft- 
ces, thin what I fay ;ggeruth.. You are convinced that 
the ways of wiſdom are pleaſantneſs, and all hep: 
Peace, and that in keeping God's commands, 


natural unconverted ſtate. Why then will you fo 


contradict yourſelves, contradict: your own convicti- 


on, and remain eaſy in a ſtate that is infinitely hazar- 
dous! ? Why will you reſuſe wealch, when it is offe. r- 
ed you? Why will you remain poor, and wretched, 


and blind, and naked, when you have ſuch an oppor- 


tunity to eſcape thoſe evils? Why will you trample 
under your feet eternal glory, and court deſtruction 


as choſe ſeem to do, who willing) run ſuch an awf ul | 
Hauen . 1 
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